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SUBJECT Notes on Current Situation

-2 1, HO Chi ¥inh is interssted in the independencs of 'onkixn, Annew and Cochin
China, He ie nobt opposed to a federation of all the siates, including
Cambodia end Laos and slso possibly Siam and Burma, but he is not working
actively Tor the federation now. Sisam and Burms have slresdy expressed
interest in the establishment of a federaidon. (Washiugton notes See

25X1A29 | tor & statement by Kail Pridi that Siam hopes %o establish the
muceus of & Southeast Asia Federation with Leos and Cambodia, and doas
not intend to wait for Viet Nam.}

c-6 2, TViet Nem eurrency 1s gaining in strength. At first ii had the sams
velue s French currency bub now the ratio is 90 cenis in French woney
4o $1,00 in Tiet Nam monsy. The highest exchange wos »T0 to $1.00.
It is easy to exchange French money for Viet Namese money awd to buy
fyom the Chinese, Sisnese, ete. Howsver, those wilh ¥ronch money are
suspectad of collaboretion and this Las contributed to the incressed
value of Viet Nam cuyrency.

C-6 3., The French buried arms and gold when ths Japanese ceme into French Into
China, Much has besn found, The Frenech killed the Amnemites o lielpsd
them bury it. They intended to return o raclaim it but deserters from

. the French Army revealed the higing places, The Viet Nenm Government
' ean buy arss in China, Siam and Burma and they are trying to buy from
the Phillippines.

G-6 L. French soldiers in Indo Chima are very susceptlils lo leaflet prope~
ganda and there have been some deseriions aa a postlt of this., Tlet
¥em propaganda lines stress the Putility of Fighting for the two handred
families who rule France.

Document SC. ,.,,.- -
wey gn (1ang.

H

o Grend
[] DEIL:
{lash. CHARG

’

- .t.‘;'a.l}

Approved For Release 1999/09/08 : CIA-R >82-00457R000600330001-2‘



